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Click It or Ticket  - Remember to Always Use Your Seat Belt!

Everyone knows that they are supposed to buckle their seat belt when in a vehicle, but have you ever wondered “what’s the big deal about buckling up?”

The primary function of the seat belt is to keep you inside the vehicle and prevent ejection.  Did you know that you are four times more likely to die outside your vehicle than inside?  That’s because there are many more hazards outside such as the road itself, another vehicle or your own vehicle.

From now until June 5th, Law Enforcement across Virginia and the nation will be on the roads enforcing all traffic laws-including seat belt and child safety seat laws during the annual Click It or Ticket Mobilization.
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If you think not wearing your seat belt isn’t a big deal, 
maybe you should consider a few facts:

· According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), motor                                                                 vehicle crashes are the leading killer of children,                                                                                      teens and young adults (ages 5-34).







· In Virginia, fatal crash related costs totaled an estimated                                                                                    $863 million dollars, $9 million of which were medical costs                                                                         and a whopping $854 million in work loss costs.




In these times of economic stress, think of the money that could be saved by the simple act of buckling up every time you are in a motor vehicle, let alone the anguish so many families experience as the result of a motor vehicle crash.

Virginia law states that all individuals under the age of 18 must be restrained in either a seat belt or a Department of Transportation (DOT) approved child restraint device.  This is a primary law in Virginia which means that a Law Enforcement Officer needs no other reason to stop you.  Further, the law states that all individuals over the age of 18 must be restrained in the front seat.  This is a secondary law in Virginia which means that a Law Enforcement Officer needs to observe another traffic violation before citing an individual for not wearing a seat belt.
If you are one of the 80% of Virginians that buckle up everyday-thank you!  If you are among the 20% of Virginians that still have not gotten the message, hopefully you will reconsider and help us reach our goal of 83% by putting on your seat belt every time you ride in a motor vehicle.

Click It or Ticket is not about tickets, it’s about sending the message that we care about each of you and want to prevent the sadness that too many families have had to experience when a loved one has been severely injured or killed as a result of not wearing a seat belt.  Remember: every time you get in a motor vehicle - America Needs YOU - Buckle Up!!!!
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