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Home Fire Prevention Tips
In 2006, there were 66 civilian fire deaths and 307 reported injuries.  Many of these fires occurred in the home.  Protect your family and property from fire this year with the following life-saving tips:
Smoke Alarms Save Lives

· Working smoke alarms save lives and can double your chances of surviving a fire.

· Install smoke alarms on every level of your home.

· Test your smoke alarm monthly.

· Clean your smoke alarm often.  Keep it free of dust and replace the battery at least twice a year.

· Remember, improperly working smoke alarms, especially those with missing batteries, can not warn you of danger!

Heating

· No matter what heating device you use in your home, there are safety measures you can take to prevent fires.

Keep Fireplaces and Wood Stoves Clean

· Have your chimney or wood stove inspected and cleaned annually by a certified chimney specialist.

· Clear the area around the hearth of debris, decorations, and flammable materials.

· Always use a metal mesh screen with fireplaces.  Leave glass doors open while burning a fire.

· Keep air inlets on wood stoves open, and never restrict air supply to fireplaces. Otherwise, you may cause creosote buildup that could lead to a chimney fire.

· Use fire-resistant materials on walls around wood stoves.

· For wood stove fuel and fireplaces, use only seasoned wood, not green wood, artificial logs, or trash.

· Never leave a fire in the fireplace unattended.  Extinguish the fire before going to bed or leaving the house.

Kerosene Heaters

· Kerosene heaters may not be permitted in certain areas.  If you use a kerosene heater, use only the recommended fuel.  Always refuel outdoors, safety away from your home.  Allow the heater to cool before refueling. 
Check these items today to keep your family safe!

Virginia Department of Fire Programs

For more fire safety information visit us online at www.vafire.com
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